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Vivian, dying of stage IV ovarian cancer, is comforted by a nurse at 
the hospital where she is staying. 

SUSIE. Ms. Bearing? Is that you beeping at four in the morning? 
(She checks the machines) Did that wake you up? I’m sorry.  

VIVIAN. I was awake. 

SUSIE. You were? What’s the trouble, sweetheart? 

VIVIAN. Oh, I don’t know. 

SUSIE. You can’t sleep? 

VIVIAN. No. I just keep thinking. 

SUSIE. If you do that too much, you can get kind of confused. 

VIVIAN. I know. I can’t figure things out. I’m having these . . . 
doubts. 

SUSIE. What you’re doing is very hard. 

VIVIAN. Hard things are what I like best. 

SUSIE. It’s not the same. It’s like it’s out of control, isn’t it? 

VIVIAN. I’m scared. 

SUSIE. Oh, honey, of course you are. 

VIVIAN. I want . . .  

SUSIE. I know. It’s hard. 

VIVIAN. I don’t feel sure of myself anymore. 

SUSIE. And you used to feel sure? 

VIVIAN. Oh, yes. I used to feel sure. 

SUSIE. Vivian, it’s all right. I know it hurts. I know. It’s all right.  

(Silence) 

SUSIE. Vivian, there’s something we need to talk about, you need to 
think about. 

(Silence) 

VIVIAN. My cancer is not being cured, is it? 

SUSIE. Huh-uh. 

VIVIAN. They never expected it to be, did they? 

SUSIE. Well, they thought the drugs would make the tumor get 
smaller, and it has gotten a lot smaller. But the problem is that it 
started in new places too. They’ve learned a lot for their research. It 
was the best thing they had to give you, the strongest drugs. There 
just isn’t a good treatment for what you have yet, for advanced 
ovarian. I’m sorry. They should have explained this —  

VIVIAN. I knew. 

SUSIE. You did? 

VIVIAN. I read between the lines. 

SUSIE. What you have to think about is your “code status.” What 
you want them to do if your heart stops. 



VIVIAN. Well. 

SUSIE. You can be “full code,” which means that if your heart stops, 
they’ll call a Code Blue and the code team will come and resuscitate 
you and take you to Intensive Care until you stabilize again. Or you 
can be “Do Not Resuscitate,” so if your heart stops we’ll . . . well, 
we;ll just let it. You’ll be “DNR.” You can think about it, but I wanted 
to present both choices before they talk to you. 


